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VITA Volunteers Needed

G

ECAC will be a Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) site again this year,
and we are looking for volunteers who want to learn Tax prep. Volunteers
need to be willing to volunteer once a week for three hours during our regularly
scheduled work hours. Tax preparation experience is not required as we provide a
week long training with an IRS certified trainer. Don’t worry if you are not a math
whizz because all returns are done on a computer. Last year thirteen employees
from GECAC volunteered to take the week long training and became certified tax
preparers.

Employee of the
Month

C

reated by the federal government in 1975, the EITC is the most effective
poverty reduction program in the country. The EITC is a special federal tax
benefit for working people who earn low to moderate incomes. It is a refundable
credit that reduces or eliminates income taxes they owe. If the amount of tax
credit the worker qualifies for is more than the taxes owed, the worker will
receive the difference as a cash refund.

T

he EITC was established in 1975 for three main reasons:
1. To offset the burden of social security taxes on low income taxpayers
2. To supplement wages
3. To make employment more attractive than receiving federal assistance
(Institute for a Competitive Workforce, 2007).

M

ore than half of all taxpayers pay a tax preparer to file their tax return.
Don’t be fooled. Refund anticipation loans (RALs) prey on unsuspecting
victims, they are advertised as “fast cash” or “quick tax refunds”. RALs are high
interest loans sometimes promoted by car dealerships, furniture outlets or
jewelry stores that offer to prepare your taxes and try to convince you to use
refund loans for in-store purchases. While RALs offer a fast cash loan (1 to 2
days), the cost can be as much as 20% of your tax refund. This is in addition to
often exorbitant tax preparation fees averaging $146 for a simple return. In
2004, RALs cost working poor families in America at least $900 million in loan
fees and interest alone. The IRS can direct deposit your refund in 7 to 12 days
and filing your taxes could be FREE if you visit a VITA tax preparation site.

I

f you are interested tell your supervisor and your supervisor will give your
name to Stephanie Long. If you have any questions, call Stephanie at 595.

Peggy Reynard

N

ovember’s Employee of the Month
is Peggy Reynard, an Aging
Intake Worker. With the recent loss of a
second regular Intake employee, Peggy
has graciously assisted the Care
Managers and Assessors who are
rotating in and out of the vacant
position on a daily basis.
Her
knowledge, flexibility and ability to
assist many peers has been paramount
in keeping the Intake department
viable and professional. Intake is one
of the first impressions that the public
gets of GECAC, and we are lucky to
have Peggy in that position. Peggy also
assists Assessment on many occasions
when there is a high influx of referral
cases coming in by fax, phone and
mail. This assistance from Peggy comes
with a smile and willingness that makes
it easy to appreciate all that she does.
Way to go Peggy,
GECAC Employee of the Month!
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Area Agency on Aging

Executive/ Finance

Lauri Jewell and Ron Howze attended the Senior Corps of PA
Directors’ Association Annual Meeting in Tannersville, Pa from
October 16th – 19th.

The United Way of Erie County recently kicked off its annual
campaign. Incentives for this year’s campaign include:

Senior Center directors and Benny Mitchell attended the
Pennsylvania Association of Senior Centers conference in State
College from October 23rd – 25th.
-Representative—Lauri Jordan-Jewell

For just $3/week ($156/year) you will be entered in a
drawing for one of five prize

Child Development

Head Start and Pre-K Counts continue to enroll 3 and 4 year old
children for their Preschool Programs. Please call Lisa Bryant at
extension 662 for Head Start and Maria Candelaria at 548 for
the Pre-K Counts Program.
This month Head Start staff participated in the “Trail of Treats”
recruitment activity at the Mall.
Head Start welcomes new teachers Colleen Jeffreys, Rebecca
McEwen, Kimberly Ventura and a substitute teacher aide,
Adrienne McCrory.
-Representative—Mae Roberts

Education, Training & Community Serv.

Kara Bell, Frank DelleCurti, Devin Demaske, Robert Gibson,
Laura Rhodes and Michael Simon attended the PA-TRIO annual
conference October 16 – 19 in Lancaster, PA. This event allows
for
TRIO
programs
in
Pennsylvania
to
gather
for
networking.
Congratulations to Frank DelleCurti, who was
installed as PA-TRIO President.

1. $3000 shopping spree to Wegmans
2. 2 round trip tickets departing from Erie International Airport to
anywhere in the continental United States
3. $1000 Citgo Cash Card
4. Laughs for a Year, 2 tickets to Jr.’s Last Laugh each week for a
year
5. Peek ‘N Peak Weekend Getaway, a winter ski and summer golf
weekend
6. 1,000 Target Gift Card
For contributors increasing their current contribution by
$.50/week, you will be entered in a drawing for one
of two prizes
1. Dinner for two to any Scott Enterprises restaurant
2. 55”HD-TV
The United Way Campaign presentations are listed below. If you
are unable to attend the one designated for your division, then
please attend another division’s meeting.
November
November
November
November

Welcome to Greg Santi, new Food Service cook in the Central
kitchen.
-Representative—Linda Konetsky

Workforce Development Services

Workforce Development Services Division welcomes Jillian Zelina
-Anderson as our new English as a Second Language instructor.
ESL classes will begin in November at the GECAC Adult Learning
Center. Potential participants should contact the Center at 4515611 or 451-5614 for orientation and assessment appointments.
Students who are enrolled in the class will also be able to use the
Rosetta Stone™ Software to expedite their language progress.
-Representatives—Barb Kroh

GECAC Activities Association

Hello Everyone, thank you for your support with GECAC gone
PINK! This was a successful and may we add “fun” campaign for
breast cancer awareness month.
November 19th we will be having a “Fall Extravaganza” (Bake
Sale, Hot Chocolate, Ice Cream, Fruit Smoothies and Frozen
Margaritas along with the fall basket give away all tied into one).
Please remember Tickets for Christmas Party are on sale
November 1st through November 30th, Please see your activities
rep to purchase your ticket. $5 for Activities member and a free
guest, $35 non activities members and free guest.
-Representative—Annjerrica Prince, President

2nd
5th
12th
16th

9:00
9:00
1:30
1:30

a.m.>
a.m.>
p.m.>
p.m.>

AAA
Main Conf Room
CD
Avalon
ETCS
Main Conf room
W Dev.
Main Conf. room
Exec/Fin
-Representatives—Linda DeFelice/ Vivian McCullum

GECAC Wellness Committee

Take Charge of your Health by completing the WebMD Wellness
Profile.
Highmark has partnered with WebMD to provide a new
comprehensive health assessment tool that its members can use
to set and reach health goals for a wide range of health concerns.







It Takes only 15 minutes to complete
Is confidential (individual information from the wellness
profile cannot be accessed by either GECAC or Highmark)
Offers a personalized experience with immediate feedback
Priori tiz es
heal th
risk s
and
gi ves
sp ecific
recommendations and links to relevant programs and
services
Offers a physician summary that members can take to
their medical provider for follow up direction.

This tool is available to all employees with Highmark coverage
and their dependants. The Wellness Committee is encouraging
everyone to take advantage of it.
As an added incentive, anyone who completes this profile
during the period of November 2nd through December 7th
will be entered into a drawing to win one of five $100 cash
prizes!
Please refer to the flyer enclosed with your paystub for
instructions on how to access your Wellness Profile.
-Representative Andrea McMullin
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