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		Good Trouble

Community Action Colleagues, 2020 has been a year. It has consisted of the ground moving beneath our feet during the earthquakes in January; the destabilization of communities in all 50 states as a result of COVID-19 by March; and the mobilization of young people internationally in the call for racial justice in response to the recurring police brutality of black lives by May. In each scenario, we are reminded that persons with low incomes, take the hardest hit in times of crisis, especially persons of color. 
 
In America, anti-black racism has been institutionalized since the country’s inception. As a result, the impacts on African Americans, LatinX, and Native Americans are acutely disparate across various domains including health and well-being, criminal justice, housing, employment, education, transportation, and the list goes on. This moment in time has illuminated that our people—persons with low incomes, many who are persons of color—are more vulnerable than ever and they are hurting.  
 
This year is indeed a watershed moment for our country and for the Community Action Network. And we have an opportunity to engage in “good trouble, necessary trouble”, as the late Congressman John Lewis would say. We have an opportunity to do something differently to shape the trajectory of people’s lives and systems in every local community in America. Now more than ever, the Community Action vision to ensure that our nation creates opportunities for ALL people to thrive, builds strong, resilient communities, and ensures a more equitable society is a true call to action and crucial to the future for all of us. 
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		This issue of the Partnership Racial Equity Newsletter is dedicated to the late civil rights and economic justice heroes, Congressman John Lewis, Reverend C.T. Vivian, Ms. Emma Sanders, and Ms. Andrea Harris. We also acknowledge the needless murders of Elijah McClain, Carlos “Adrian” Ingram Lopez, Rayshard Brooks, Tony McDade, David McAttee, George Floyd, Dominique Fells, Riah Milton, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, and so many more who have fallen at the hands of racial injustice.
﻿






	



		Black Lives Matter






		The National Community Action Partnership released a statement about the recent murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and other members of the Black community. In light of these events, and in keeping with our continual push for justice and racial equity, the Partnership has drafted a short list of initial steps for taking action against structural racism in our country. Additionally, we’ve compiled a bibliography of resources for Community Action to understand, communicate, strategize and take action to eliminate structural racism.

﻿Please see the Partnership's website for updated information, 
including Racial Equity graphics for use. 
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		Community Action Conversation in Response to Racism and COVID-19

On Wednesday, June 3, Partnership Board Chair, Bryan Duncan, and Catrena Bowman-Thomas, Executive Director of the Northern Kentucky Community Action Commission, made powerful remarks during our webinar.
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		Community Action Network Responds
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Montgomery County Community Action Agency Adopts Resolution Declaring Racism a Public Health Crisis

﻿Montgomery County Community Action Agency's executive committee voted to affirm and adopt a resolution declaring racism a public health crisis. Click here to learn more about the resolution. 
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		CEDA CEO, Harold Rice, Speaks about Murder of George Floyd

In this piece, CEDA Chief Executive Officer, Harold Rice, addresses racism and social injustice in America and where we go from here. Click here to read Mr. Rice's statement. 
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		﻿Worcester Community Action Council (WCAC) Demands Justice for George Floyd

WCAC’s statement calls for justice and outlines concrete steps the agency is taking to combat structural racism in its community. Read the statement. 
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		Advancing Equity: Northern Kentucky Community Action Commission Creating Opportunities for All

Catrena Bowman-Thomas and Rhonda Chisenhall discuss Northern Kentucky Community Action Commission's efforts to advance equity within their agency and throughout the communities they serve. Click here to read the op-ed. 
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Unmasking the George Floyd Phenomenon: Biopolitical Race and Poverty

Gregory C. Scott, Chief Executive Officer of Community Action Partnership of Orange County, opens up about his own experiences with racism, and systematic racism's role in perpetuating poverty. Click here to read the op-ed. 
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		Community Action Rises to the Cause

This opinion piece from Amos Smith, the president and CEO of the Community Action Agency of New Haven addresses what Connecticut is doing to serves low-and moderate-income people in communities during the COVID-19 crisis, and the impacts of structural racism. Read the opinion piece. 
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		Partnership Board Chair, Bryan Duncan, at the Iredell Hall of Justice

Bryan Duncan addressed police violence and structural racism at the Iredell Hall of Justice in his hometown in North Carolina.
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		NYC Mayor De Blasio Commemorates Juneteenth with New Racial Justice and Reconciliation Commission 

	New York City will undergo a truth and reconciliation process. Click here to read the announcement. 
﻿
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		Racial Equity Webinar Series






		
Centering Racial Equity in Housing Needs with the National Alliance to End Homelessness

July 22nd, 2:00pm ET/1:00pm CT/12:00pm MT/11:00am PT The NAEH provides an overview of housing needs with the COVID-19 framework and discussed why race equity is at the center of responses and steps that programs and localities can take. 






				View Slides and Recording
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	Is it possible to make 2020 suck any less? Fireside Chat with Vu Le 

August 5th, 2:00pm ET/1:00pm CT/12:00pm MT/11:00am PT: During these difficult times, join us for a webinar event with Vu Le who knows how to bring a sense of humor to the nonprofit world, while we discuss equity among leadership and navigating barriers to justice. Check out his work and website. 



			Register
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	Applying the Racial Equity Lens to This Moment: A Resource Tour
﻿
August 12th, 2:00pm ET/1:00pm CT/12:00pm MT/11:00am PT: Join the Partnership as we navigate new resources that are available to advance racial equity in our organizations and our communities. 



			Register
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		﻿Racial Equity Offerings at the 
Partnership's Virtual Annual Convention 
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		Plenary Featuring Doctors Sampson Davis, Rameck Hunt, and George Jenkins

The Three Doctors are award-winning medical doctors and authors who grew up together in Newark, New Jersey. They have achieved great success in spite of economic hardships and negative influences by making a pact to stick together, graduate from college, and become doctors. The Doctors have authored three inspiring books together about their lives: The Pact, for adults, and We Beat the Streets, for children, as well as a third book The Bond, highlighting fatherhood relationships. Listening to their stories literally change the narrative for the trajectory of young black lives. Click here to learn more. 
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Pivoting Towards a New Reality: Changing the Narrative about Race 
Join this session to gain an understanding of the purpose of Racial Healing Circles in Community Action, as well as experience the healing process through large and small virtual groups, led by facilitators. All are welcome to participate although preference may be given to those who have never participated in a Racial Healing Circle. Please keep a look out for registration! 
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		Crises as a Catalyst: A Call for Race Equity & Inclusive Leadership 
During this session, attendees will be able to learn about a new tool developed by ProInspire and reflect on how to put organizational principles into practice that are centered in racial equity. 
﻿
Presenters: Monisha Kapila, Founder and CEO, ProInspire, Inc.
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		The Commitment March

Friday August 28th, 11:00am ET/10:00am CT/9:00am MT/8:00am PT This event marks the 57th anniversary of the March on Washington, where Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his "I Have a Dream" speech. Announced by Rev. Al Sharpton during George Floyd's memorial, it is co-convened by Martin Luther King, III. More Information 

The National Community Action Partnership is a co-sponsor of this event.
Conveners: Rev. Al Sharpton, National Action Network, Washington, DC; Martin Luther King, III, Human Rights Advocate 
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		Featured Resources
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NEW! Community Action COVID-19 Resource Series: 
Applying the Equity Lens to COVID-19 Response and Recovery

This brief highlights practices that local CAAs can engage in how to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic using the equity lens. 

View the brief here.
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		Bridging - Towards A Society Built on Belonging: 
﻿Animated Video + Curriculum

The Othering & Belonging Institute launched this video series which explains how social responses are shaped by stories from those we look up to and through the power of culture. Click here. 
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		UNIDOS US Virtual Conference & Virtual Marketplace--Deadline 7/26
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				Register Now (It's Free)
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				What would you like to see in the Racial Equity eNewsletter? Tell us here!
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				Learn More on Our Website
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		Connect with us

	[image: Facebook]‌ [image: Twitter]‌ [image: LinkedIn]‌ 



	Tiffney Marley, Vice President, Practice Transformation 
Email: tmarley@communityactionpartnership.com
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"Get in good trouble,
necessary trouble,
and help redeem the
soul of America."
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